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including his notes. This perhaps explains the lack of
precision in recording dates and places, events and
portraits. He no doubt recorded much of what
he saw, and he kept many of these notes till he
returned, relying on them while dictating his travel.
Ibn Batuta spent long years in India, its kingdoms,
seas and islands. He then went to the east, and visit-
ed the islands of the East Indies, that is to say, Java
and Sumatra and then went north. Here he tells us
that he went afterwards to China, and describes to us
its nature and people. He is not, however, very clear
in this part of his narrative and it seems that by China
he meant Indo-China and the south of China, and
that he penetrated but little in a northerly direction.
After going round for some time in those countries,
he returned to Java, sailing across the Indian Ocean to
India which he again crossed. He then sailed to the
southern shore of Sind, and crossed Persia, Mesopo-
tamia, Syria and Egypt on his way back home. He
sailed from Tunis, visited Sardinia and crossed
Morocco to Fez which he reached in 753 A.H. (1352
A.D.) during the reign of Sultan Abu Enan the
Merinide, that is to say, after spending a quarter of a
century in going round the world. He then went to
his birth-place, Tangier, and visited his mother's tomb.
He did not remain there long, for he was seized with
the passion for travel again. He crossed the sea to
Andalusia and visited its ports and principal cities
which were flourishing at that time, although confined
in a small part of the Peninsula, and the Muslims were
at that time busy defending-continually their lands
and liberty, which were threatened by speedy destruc-
tion by Christian Spain. He arrived in Granada in the
days of the Nasrides during the reign of Sultan Abul
Hajjaj Yousef ibn al-Walid al-Nasri, He made the
acquaintance of its scholars and theologians. He then
sailed again to Morocco, but he did not settle there,
for he went to Sudan by way of the desert and